THE TERRIFIC AMID THE TERROR

Page 10 finds us halfway through “The Terror of
Blue John Gap” manuscript, and as we settle into our
third year of Mining the Gap, we thought we might
find ourselves in a lull. We are delighted to report
how wrong we were. Not only are we not in a lull, we
find ourselves with an abundance of new commenta-
tors to enlighten us about this page of Doyle’s manu-
script and, indeed, about a great deal more.

Therefore, we invite you to our website,
https://acdsociety.com/bjg/1/bjg10, to enjoy terrific
writing by Kim Newman, Karen Murdock, Sheldon
Goldfarb, and Peggy MacFarlane. Our matches are
out of our armpits, there is light out of the darkness,
and we, like our hero, Dr. Hardcastle, are ready to
face whatever is next in the Blue John Gap.

— Margie Deck and Nancy Holder
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Scandal at the 3rd running of the Wessex Cup? From left:
Curtis Armstrong, Ashley Polasek, Ira Brad Matetsky,
Peggy MacFarlane, and Matt Hall. The Doings of Doyle
camera caught Armstrong (owner with Polasek of the
horse “Unfortunate Pony”) holding a cataract knife (lent
by Hall) and moving menacingly toward Matetsky’s horse
(“Ticket to Ryde”), while MacFarlane objects. Moments
later, “Unfortunate Pony” (who had lost every previous
Wessex Cup race) defeated “Ticket to Ryde” by a nose.

EpITOR’S NOTES

On January 16, at Otto Penzler’s The Mysterious
Bookshop, we presented nine Doylean Honors for
outstanding recent work — to Anne Chapman,
Margie Deck, Daniel and Eugene Friedman, Mark
Gatiss, Hal Glatzer, Nicholas Meyer, Meagan
Oldhuges, Mollie Knox Ostertag, and Ollie
Randall — and one for a lifetime of it — to
Catherine Cooke. Congratulations to all! We will

be back at Otto’s shop on Jan. 8, 2026 at 11:15 a.m.
For the latest news, visit acdsociety.com.

“THE HUGE MIRROR OF LIFE”

Lee Simpson, Honorary Treasurer of The
Edinburgh Sir Walter Scott Club, writes, “Whilst
working through all the Presidential Address and
Subsidiary Toasts from 1894 ... I have just
discovered that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle gave the
reply to the Toast to Literature in 19017 Read it,
and about it, here: www.walterscottclub.com/
blog/reply-to-the-toast-to-literature.

SHERLOCK WALK IN TORONTO

Last November saw the ribbon-cutting for the
Sherlock Holmes Walk Mural Project. The
Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection
report on their website: “The walkway next to the
Toronto Reference Library has been transformed
into a vibrant collection of [ACD and Sherlock]-
related street art thanks to ... StreetARToronto in
partnership with the Toronto Public Library, [the
Friends], and the Toronto Transit Commission.”
www.acdfriends.org/SHWalk-index.html.
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Leading the ribbon-cutting (5th, 6th, and 7th from right):
Cliff Goldfarb (Chairman of the Friends), Ann-Marie
Power (StreetARToronto), and Dianne Saxe (Toronto City
Councillor for Ward 11, which includes the Library).
Photo by Toronto Transit Commission Photographer and
courtesy of the Commission.

No MD AwaRD FOR ACD

Mark Jones (of Doings of Doyle fame) recently
unearthed evidence of an early disappointment
suffered by ACD, and sent us this note about it:

In April 1882, ACD was considering his future in the
medical profession. Having returned from West Africa
in January, he had joined Dr Reginald Ratcliff Hoare in
Birmingham as a medical assistant. With his
three-month placement soon to expire, Arthur
approached his wealthy aunt and uncle in London for
assistance but found their requirement that he return to
the Catholic faith too much to bear. What was he to do?

A letter in the archives of the Royal College of
Physicians, dated 5 April 1882, reveals ACD applied for
the Murchison Scholarship, an award issued in alternate
years by the Royal College and the University of
Edinburgh.' A remarkable figure, Charles Murchison
(1830-79) studied at Edinburgh, served in the Bengal
Army, taught at St Thomas’s hospital and became a
noted authority on fevers and diseases of the liver.?

ACD was asked to provide evidence of his medical
studies, which were duly confirmed by the Edinburgh
registrar,® but he was ultimately unsuccessful. The
winner was Charles Fillingham Coxwell,* another MD
who transitioned to a literary career, becoming a noted
translator of Russian and German folk tales in the
1920s.

The Murchison Scholarship was formally announced
on 30 May, at which point ACD was in practice with the
iconoclastic George Budd in Plymouth. Had ACD been
successful, how different his path might have been.

! Letter from Arthur Conan Doyle of The Elms, Gravelly Hill,
Birmingham (5 Apr 1882), and a second letter (n.d.);
MS1004/2-3, Royal College of Physicians (London).

% history.rep.ac.uk/inspiring-physicians/charles-murchison.

? Letter from Thomas Gilbert, clerk to the University of
Edinburgh (17 May 1882), certifying that ACD commenced
study of medicine 1 Nov 1877 and graduated with M.B. on 1
Aug 1881; ALS/G49, Royal College of Physicians (London).

* British Medical Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1120 (17 Jun 1882), p. 921.






